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This was a bold attitude assumed by the Assembly, which was followed by important movements of the Mother Country. In the original draftjof the answer, there were some expressions still more repulsive to the feelings of royalty, than those afterwards adopted; but Sir Henry Moore, who seems to have been really desirous of avoiding collision with the Colonies, took the trouble of waiting upon the House, who were then sitting out of town, in consequence of the prevalence of the small pox in the city, and procured an alteration of the objectionable passages.* Soon after this address of the House they were prorogued by the Governor. The Sons of Liberty had dissolved their association on the repeal of the Stamp Aet; but the old leaders were on the alert on all occasions, and vigilantly watching the movements of the Ministerialists. It is to be presumed that their spirit infused itself into this patriotic assembly, and encouraged it to take the stand of independence which characterized their address. The agent of the association in London was Nicholas Ray, with whom the following correspondence took place:
LONDON, 28 July, 1766. Gentlemen:
I flattered myself to have heard from you by the last ships, but arn informed your society is dissolved, which I am glad to hear, as the cause of your complaint is removed. But I think it necessary to assure you, that the continual account we had of the Sons of Liberty through all North America, had its proper weight and effect.
As our gracious sovereign rules over none but free men, and in which he glories, it therefore can not offend him, that his numerous and faithful subjects in America, claim the appellation of Sons of Liberty. Permit me, therefore, to re-coBDtQaend ten or twenty of the principal of you, to form yourselves into a club, to meet once a month, under the name of Liberty Club, and forever, on the 18th March, or 1st May, give notice to the whole body to commemorate your deliverance; spending the day in festivity and joy. I beg pardon
* Holt's papers.